
December 18, 2016 
 
Dear Parents and Teachers of Ross Valley School District, 
 
On December 13th, Superintendent Rick Bagley suggested to the school board to place the 
new public school, Ross Valley Charter (RVC), at White Hill, and to change all the 
elementary schools to K-6 schools.   
 
RVC learned of Dr. Bagley’s proposal at the same time as his school principals and the rest 
of the community, and was equally surprised. 
 
RVC has offered, in writing, other locations for RVC that result in no District students 
being displaced from their schools.  
 
Unfortunately, Dr. Bagley has repeatedly rejected these solutions.  So RVC and Dr. Bagley 
are presenting our community two competing sets of facts regarding viable options for 
RVC’s location, which the community has no way to evaluate. 
 
The best way for the community to know if locating RVC at Red Hill and other 
minimally disruptive options have been thoroughly vetted is to have both parties 
meet with a County Office of Education mediator to determine their feasibility.  
 
Since RVC was approved by the California Board of Education in January, RVC has asked Dr. 
Bagley for a meeting multiple times to discuss Red Hill. Instead of meeting with RVC, he 
chose to use a bid process based on onerous lease terms that appeared to be designed to 
not lease the empty space to anyone.  This conclusion is supported by the fact that there 
were no commercial bidders for centrally-located, flexible space that was being offered at 
less than half the going rate for commercial space.   
 
RVC is now asking the community to support its request to the School Board to have 
Dr. Bagley meet with RVC in a mediated process to explore options that do not 
dislocate District students. 
 
RVC believes leasing Red Hill in lieu of Prop 39 is the best option.  Red Hill School is a 
District property that currently has 10 vacant classrooms, enough to house all the students 
of RVC with no disruption to other District schools.  RVC will pay the costs to fix up the 
facility. If the Red Hill campus is in good enough condition to rent some of its classrooms to 
small private schools, why can’t Dr. Bagley allow it to be rented to a public charter school? 
Conversely, if the site can’t be leased to RVC, is Dr. Bagley suggesting this valuable public 
asset is never again to be considered a viable school site for our community? RVC 
represents an opportunity to invest in and restore a valuable public asset that has fallen 
into disrepair over the last two decades. 
 
RVC has also proposed a short-term solution, while working on Red Hill, and that is to co-
locate RVC on two elementary campuses, using classrooms that will be available next year, 
also without dislocating any student. 



 
RVC sincerely wants, and intends, to be good neighbors with our entire community, and 
wants to cooperatively find solutions that minimize impacts on RVSD schools and families.   
 
RVC is committed to opening a multi-age public school option next fall, similar to a 
program that 200 community families have been in, or waitlisted in, each year for more 
than a decade. But RVC’s location is ultimately up to the District School Board. 
 
We would like to work with the District and the community to model open, honest, 
constructive communication with all stakeholders.  The children in our community deserve 
no less.   
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Sharon Sagar 
President 
Ross Valley Charter School Board 
See www.rossvalleycharter.org for more information 
 

http://www.rossvalleycharter.org/

